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•	 WESSA Share-Net receives Eco-Logic Award

The WESSA Share-Net project has won a prestigious award at the 2011 Eco-
Logic Awards ceremony held at the Cape Town International Convention Centre on 
Saturday 19 November.

The Eco-Logic Awards were presented in ten different categories by the publishers 
of The Enviropaedia in association with SABC3’s CarbonFree campaign, and aim 
to celebrate individuals and organisations whose actions, lives and products reflect 
the qualities of Eco-Logic.  This is the concept of defining logical alternatives to the 
harmful mindsets that have created so much damage to the Earth, and of identifying 
the thinking, feelings and values that best harmonise with Nature to produce more 
efficient and effective results.

WESSA Share-Net and the “Rocking the Daisies” music festival jointly received 
the ACSA-sponsored Climate Change Award, as the panel of judges was unable to decide on a single clear winner out of the five 
excellent finalists in this category. 

WESSA Share-Net is an innovative South African-based, informal networking 
project that supports environmental education through the development and 
provision of a wealth of resource materials, and the project was awarded for its 
forward-thinking sustainable practices at their office in the Umgeni Valley Nature 
Reserve, near Howick in KZN: Here education resources are printed using non-
toxic ink, which is derived from soya rather than petroleum, four solar panels are 
used to run the printers and book collator machines, parabolic solar cookers are 
used to prepare meals and staff use hot water bottles, blankets and appropriate 
dressing in the winter months to eliminate the need for air-conditioners and heaters. 
Furthermore skylights have been fitted to make use of natural light.

The awards formed part of the 2011 Green Expo held at the convention centre 
from 18 to 20 November, and were presented by David Parry-Davies, editor of 
The Enviropaedia, and Michelle Garforth-Venter, eco-warrior and co-presenter of 
SABC3’s Greenline show.

•	 WESSA’s Carbon Footprint booklet heads East!

WESSA’s Carbon Footprint booklet was recently received with interest by Dr 
Rajendra Pachauri who chairs the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  Dr Pachauri’s Indian organisation, The Energy 
and Research Institute (TERI), is adapting and customizing the booklet for use in 
India and elsewhere.

The booklet was originally written by WESSA volunteer Liz Taylor for WESSA 
Share-Net and has proven popular with South African schools.  It has an innovative 
‘practice-based’ style where readers analyse the carbon footprint of their current 
behaviour with regard to water, food, travel, electricity and waste and are then  
invited to make the “Five Lifestyle Choices Every South African should make!”  

Free electronic copies of the book as well as hard copies (at cost) are 
available from WESSA Share-Net and can be ordered by e-mail from  
sharenet@wessa.co.za 
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Thobile Nzimande with the Share-Net’s solar powered 
printer 

Newsflash!

Ernest Khena from WESSA Share-Net with the solar 
panels above our office

Left to Right: Dr Rajendra Pachauri, Ranjana Saikia 
(both from TERI), Jim Taylor (WESSA) and Reinar 
Mathar (from Germany) in New Delhi
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•	 More award recognition for the ESKOM/WESSA Energy and Sustainability (E&S) Programme 

The ESKOM/WESSA Energy and Sustainability (E&S) Programme has scooped 
three highly prestigious awards in the past month, and below programme manager 
Avril Wilkinson reflects on what the process of making award submissions and being 
recognised with wins means for the programme and for WESSA:

There are many other people and programmes doing excellent work for the 
environment, so what benefits does the E&S Programme see in award submission?  

We think that it is
• a good strategy to maintain funder’s interest in the programme,
• a strong visibility tool for WESSA and the funders,
• an opportunity to leaver other work and programme growth, and
• a memorable opportunity for people who support our projects.

Looking back, I think the award submissions started in earnest in 2005 when a group of young people from Ladysmith entered 
the Volvo Adventure award. 

We received news that we had won the South African part of the competition, and would have to go to Sweden to present our 
project to a panel of judges, and that there would be a total of 15 projects from all over the world. I remember looking at the list of 
other projects – USA, Canada, UK, many eastern countries – and I must confess to a feeling of inadequacy. How would we fare 
against these countries? The presentations of projects would be an open process and I did not want us to be found lacking so I 
think I over-prepared. Jim visited us in Ladysmith and heard our presentation, and gave us some really good advice. As it turned 
out, I need not have worried. It was the first time that I came in contact with environmental education initiatives from many other 
parts of the world, and the realisation dawned that the EE initiatives in SA are really good and can stand up there with the rest!

So, against all expectations, we won that award and the picture shows the Ladysmith Enviro group really taking the win in their 
stride.

The E&S programme has achieved visibility though many initiatives, some where the whole programme is recognised, and 
some where an individual project which is supported by the E&S Programme is recognised. In some instances the recognition is 
international, and some recognition is national.

Over the years that followed, other award programmes have come across my desk, and we have worked together with our teams 
in the regions to decide if submission is appropriate.

In the last few weeks the E&S programme has gained visibility through three awards. The Rural Sustainability Commons project, 
north of Queenstown, which Phillip Wilkinson supports has moved though many project phases and has received recognition 
many times in the past. This project is special because it seeks to support the work through partnerships with local and district 
municipalities. Now called the Rural Sustainable Villages project, it received recognition recently from the CPSI (Centre for Public 
Service Innovation), by winning the 2011 award for Innovative Partnerships in Service Delivery. The CPSI award system has 4 
different categories, and a final award is made for best project over all the categories. The Rural Sustainable Villages project was 
doubly honoured to win this award as well.

Moving to Mpumalanga where our E&S coordinator Louise Williamson, has 
been enthusiastically working on a recycling management project, which is a 
collaboration of partnerships through the Energy and Sustainability Programme to 
implement an Enviro Mentor and Recycling Campaign in 9 schools in Mpumalanga.  
One of those schools, Sakhile High School in Mpumalanga has won the National 
2011 High School Clean-up and Recycle Competition.

The Enviro Mentors are volunteer learners who are recognized in an official school 
capacity and their key role is to monitor and facilitate the collection of waste for 
recycling. Sakhile has 17 mentors and 2 coordinating educators.Their entry had 
to be in the form of a report on their event, their planning, showing photographic 

evidence, what kind of plastics they collected, as well as mentioning the products that are made from recycled plastic. In the 
picture, two Enviro mentors from Sakhile organise collection of their recyclable material.

Nationally, all coordinators for the E&S programme know about eta! It is the annual national award programme for energy efficiency 
projects to which every regional coordinator submits projects each year. Projects are received from many other environmental 
programmes, so our E&S projects “go into the pot” and must stand against other submissions. 
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We are proud of our record of an eta award for every year since 2003, when, co-incidentially, two of the girls in the Volvo Adventure 
picture (above) entered a project called “Balancing our Carbon Debt” essentially, balancing the carbon generated though electricity 
consumption in a family home, by planting trees.

This year, the eta was won by Greenwood Primary, a school supported by our 
Southern Cape coordinator, Susan Donald. Susan and her group worked on 
a project which demonstrated that all houses can passively design-in many 
electrically efficient components, even RDP houses, and this project has been 
supported by the municipal manager in the region, and even received some 
attention from parliamentarians. In the pictureture, the group demonstrate energy 
efficiency in housing design by using a model which they constructed.

An interesting facet of our work as E&S coordinators is that we always manage to 
bring our children into the environmental projects that we support….in this project, 
Susan’s son, Thamsa, is second left in the picture.  Making our environmental work 
a family effort is wonderful to see.

Award submissions from the E&S Programme have their own benefits in terms of quality of work, and a sense of professionalism, 
pride in ones work, and a strong team effort is generated though the delivery of an award submission.  It is often not a case of 
winning or losing, but of using the opportunity to showcase our work. 

A big THANK YOU to all our regional coordinators who do such a fantastic job! 
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News from the Regions
WESSA KZN REGION

WESSA Durban Branch & 350.Org Climate Change Workshop
On Saturday, 19 November 2011, WESSA Durban Branch hosted a 350.org Climate Change Workshop that was presented by 
Samantha Bailey, the Africa coordinator for 350.org who is currently in Durban for COP17. The aim of the workshop was to connect 
with, inform and inspire individuals in support of the growing Durban community involved in helping to solve the climate crisis. The 
workshop brought together Durban activists and others from as far afield as Nigeria, Mexico and Australia, and included people 
of all ages, cultures, and backgrounds with varying degrees of knowledge about climate change. What they all had in common 
however, was a desire to work towards finding solutions, to share, to listen and to learn.

At the workshop participants learned about tipping points, the nine planetary thresholds and the three that may already have 
been crossed – climate change, biodiversity loss, and bio-geochemical flow. They were also introduced to new terms such as 
NDD (Nature Deficit Disorder), ecological psychology, and the ideas of Joanna Macey and ‘deep ecology’ describing the three 
dimensions of change: taking action; exposing the truth; and challenging the status quo. 

After an interactive session that examined what climate change is, and looked at causes and solutions, participants told their 
personal stories of how they had become aware of and involved in environmental and social justice issues. This was intended as 
an introduction to Marshall Ganz’s method of using public narrative as a strategy and a means of relating to people on a deeper 
level, and Samantha will be holding further workshops on this subject. It was a valuable exercise which gave useful insight into 
what influences and circumstances can contribute to changing consciousness, as 
people spoke of turning points in their lives and moments of truth, what they had 
learnt from parents and grandparents, how their work against apartheid or tyranny 
had also mobilised them in defence of the environment, and how they see their 
connection to the world of nature as essential to well-being.

Kjell Kühne, who represents Plant-for-the Planet and is based Mexico, and 
Hillary Bowman of the Australian Youth Climate Coalition, and representing the 
Conference of Youth (COY7), arrived later. Kjell spoke about COP 17 and explained 
the background to the current round of talks, as well what outcomes should be 
expected of this conference. Also discussed was how activities during COP 17 can 
be used to further the common commitment to fighting climate change. Mohini Padayachee (Botanic Gardens), Sbo Mkhize 

(Vulamehlo) & Samantha Bailey (350.org)
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WESSA KZN Speaks on Climate Change on All Saints Day in Kwamashu
As part of the All Saints Day 
Festival on Sunday 6 November, 
WESSA was invited by the 
Lutheran Evangelical Church 
(LEC) in KwaMashu to give a 
talk on climate change to over 
1000 people comprising of two 
parishes coming together for the 
occasion. Raymond Ngubane, our 
educational officer at the WESSA 
Twinstreams Environmental 
Education Centre in Mtunzini, 
spoke to the audience. This 
was followed by a tree planting 
ceremony for which WESSA 

provided six indigenous trees. Many thanks go to Albert Khanyile of the LEC for inviting WESSA and for providing such an 
amazing opportunity to address such a large group of people on this all important issue.

Durban Branch report back 
WESSA Durban Branch held a general meeting and get-together on 22 October 
2011 with the aim of connecting with new and existing members, friends, volunteers, 
and allied organisations and to explore ways for those of us who are concerned 
about the environment to become involved in helping to make a difference.  The 
hope was to discuss how to embark on education and community action in order to 
tackle climate change and protect our local environment. Participants were asked 
if they could identify specific problems in their neighbourhoods or suggest ideas for 
projects and initiatives that could be undertaken at a community level.
 
The meeting was very successful and Durban Branch now has eight new 
committee members, a number of them representing groups that are facing major 
environmental challenges.  On 13 November Branch Committee members Crispin Hemson, Margaret Burger and Victor Zondo 
met with local residents in Mt Royal, which is a low-cost housing area near Phoenix Industrial Park, to discuss the development an 
Eco-park in the area between Mt Royal, Southgate in Phoenix and Mt Moriah, another low-cost development.  The proposed area 
lines the Piesang River and has a significant coverage of bush, but has been badly affected by invasive vegetation, dumping and 
illegal activities such as sand-winning.  There are also some areas of co-operative vegetable gardening, but the idea is to reach 
agreement between local residents and government on the allocation of land for both gardening and for conservation.  There 
are great possibilities to use the area for education and we have suggested that we soon convene a walk into the bush to start 
identifying and labelling trees. The key to this work is effective community work and communication, and there is long struggle 
ahead.
 
Another new project looks at water pollution in the Cato Manor informal settlement in Durban.  Sbo Mkhize and Victor Zondo, both 
of WESSA Durban Branch, have taken water samples in and around the settlement. These are now being tested as part of an 
awareness building exercise, which will later be part of linking schools and community groups from Cato Manor and other areas. 
The hope is that by connecting different communities, creating awareness, and encouraging communication and understanding, 
we will be able to make a contribution towards solving some of the many problems faced by Cato Manor residents. These 
encompass both environmental and health issues, as well as extreme poverty. We have also been contacted by residents of 
Briardene for collaboration on issues of alien clearing.

WESSA KZN wins eThekwini Mayoral Achiever Award for 
Biodiversity 
WESSA KZN has been awarded the overall Achiever Award for Biodiversity at 
the 2011 eThekwini Mayoral Awards for Excellence held at a ceremony on 4 
November at the ICC in Durban.  Friends of Pigeon Valley, founded by Crispin 
Hemson (Chair of WESSA Durban Branch), was also nominated in the Biodiversity 
category.  Although Ntuzuma Environmental Cooperative won the main award, 
all of the nominees were awarded R10 000 and a trophy in appreciation of their 
efforts.  

Albert Khanyile (LEC), Lindelani Zuke (WESSA KZN), 
Jenny Duvenage (WESSA KZN) and Raymond Ngubane 
(WESSA Twinstreams) at the Festival

The tree planting ceremony in front of the church
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Durban Branch Meeting
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Umbogavango Environmental Education 
Centre 85th Anniversary luncheon and art 
auction fundraiser 
Umbogavango Environmental Education Centre and Nature 
Reserve and the Rotary Club of Amanzimtoti held a buffet 
luncheon and art exhibition/auction by artist Jan Kotzé on 
1 November as a fundraiser and to celebrate WESSA’s 85th 
Anniversary. The guest of honour and main speaker was Dr 
Johan van Zyl, President and CEO of Toyota SA.  The event 
was attended by Mumsie Gumede (WESSA CEO) and by Jim 
Taylor (WESSA Director of Education).

WESSA WESTERN CAPE REGION

November Members’ Evening and Talk
Vernon Head and Mel Tripp from Cape Bird Club 
delighted WESSA Members and Friends at the 
November Members’ Evening with a colourful, 
animated and entertaining presentation on their 
recent trip to the Galapagos Archipelago. Their talk 
was entitled “Galapagos – an endemics adventure” 
and they enthusiastically shared  their adventure of 
encountering wildlife such as Blue-footed boobies, 
iguanas, giant tortoises and the Galapagos Waved 
albatross - all in their natural environment, virtually 
untouched by mankind.

Friends Group Workshop with Friends of Liesbeek
Over 30 Friends Groups members and other interested individuals from across 
greater Cape Town attended our quarterly Friends Group Workshop ‘with a 
difference’, by way of a guided walk-and-talk led by Friends of the Liesbeek along 
the beautiful upper reaches of the Liesbeek River.   During the walk Liz Wheeler 
from the Friends Group shared some of the successes and challenges that the 
group has had over the past 20 years of looking after the river, such as dealing 
with inappropriate urban development on the banks, invasive alien vegetation 
(including Purple Loosestrife, Wild Ginger and Spanish Broom), and also shared 
some interesting historical facts about the Liesbeek.  En route the group also 
visited the impressive riverine park along the Liesbeek River’s banks, which is 
managed by Joan Parker from the Bishopscourt Village Residents Association. 
The walk was followed by an early picnic lunch in the tranquil arboretum beneath 
the Kirstenbosch, which provided an opportunity for some relaxed networking and news sharing amongst the Friends.  Sincere 
thanks go  to Liz, Dave, Francine, Trevor, Kevin and other members of the Friends of Liesbeek present on the day for hosting this 
interesting and highly enjoyable event.

WESSA joins Climate Smart Cape Town
WESSA Western Cape has signed the Cape Town Climate Change Coalition Charter and officially 
joined the City of Cape Town’s Climate Change Coalition.  Philippa recently gave a presentation to 
Climate Smart Cape Town partners about WESSA and the work that we are doing to raise awareness 
about climate change, and she highlighted important points that were raised at the four climate 
change discussion workshop that were held at WESSA earlier this year.

Climate Change Coalition partners are required:

•	 to set three specific commitments to reduce the carbon footprint of their respective organisations and/or to spread the 
message around climate change and raise awareness. 

•	 to report on these commitments on a bi-annual basis, starting beginning 2012.
•	 to spread the message of climate change within and beyond the Coalition by using all channels available to their respective 

organisation such as websites, blogs, newsletters, publications, internal communication, Facebook and Twitter. 
•	 to proactively participate in the Coalition through the attendance of Advisory Forums and to support its activities.

6WESSA at Work     2011

Rotarians Tony and 
Cynthia Larkin with 
wildlife artist Jan Kotzé 
and their purchase - to be 
given to their daughter as 
a  wedding present!

WESSA Western Cape exhibited 
at the popular Hout Bay Green 
Faire in October.  The Faire, now 
in its fifth year, attracted a wide 
range of people keen to learn 
more about green living and 
green technologies.  It was an 
inspiring day, with fascinating 
talks, live music, a carnival 
parade, eco fashion show and 
talent contest. Our stand was 
particularly popular with young 
environmental enthusiasts keen 
to enter our EnviroKids magazine 
competition!
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Liz Wheeler addressing the group
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WESSA Western Cape has on its part committed to furthering education around climate change by mainstreaming the climate 
change message into all our environmental education work, and has committed to reducing energy consumption within our office 
space. This ties in well with our ‘Stepping up to Sustainability’ project which is well underway and has resulted in the installation of 
LED lighting, a solar panel, and time switches for lights.
 
To learn more about Climate Smart Cape Town and how you can get involved, visit http://climatesmartcapetown.co.za/

WESSA invited to present in parliament 
In early November WESSA’s Patrick Dowling was invited to parliament in Cape Town to present 
a summary of WESSA’s main comments on the SA Climate Change white paper that WESSA 
Bianca McKelvey (Conservation Manager, KZN Region) had submitted detailed comment on 
earlier this year.  Johnny De Lange, the session Chair, and his colleagues asked some good 
questions, such as:

Whether we think that climate change concerns should enjoy attention within the consumer protection act, what the amendments 
would look like and what there is in the legislation of other countries in this regard? 

What the SA government can do to speed up the proposed peak, plateau and decline strategy?  What is possible?  [They don’t 
see how they can do this without major economic upheaval however, and we wonder if they have thought really well about the 
sort of upheavals that climate change can cause?]

How we can better finance the meeting of mitigation and adaptation targets?

How SA can develop national norms and standards that will be taken seriously by local government (e.g. EIAs around coastal 
developments)?

 
Patrick is currently compiling a document in response to these questions.

Another presentation at the session was by a youth group from Thembisa that was represented by Lerato Maegele.  Her presentation 
really impressed the MPs and they promised to put more effort into youth education and awareness-raising.  Lerato’s main points 
included:

•	 There are many issues that affect youth specifically
•	 There was no early effort by Government at encouraging youth participation in climate policy discussions despite the youth 

having to lead much of their lives in potentially very different circumstances because of Climate Change
•	 There is a need for daily awareness raising not just through COP-type events
•	 A special Climate Day on the annual calendar is needed 
•	 Financial resources to learn, adapt and mitigate should be steered towards the youth so they can come up with solutions
•	 Big CO2  emitters should be “tried for murder” and held accountable 
•	 Nuclear and coal should be replaced with renewable energy
•	 Youth are best placed to spread the word

WESSA explores options for the future governance and coordination of the Garden Route 
Initiative
On behalf of the Garden Route Initiative (GRI) WESSA is investigating a suitable landscape-scale model that will:

•	 promote the wise and sustainable management of the valuable natural resources in the Garden Route (Glentana to 
Humansdorp);

•	 enhance human endeavour (social, economic and cultural); and
•	 support education and research related to the environment and human activities therein.

Through an extensive engagement process, this project will encourage stakeholders 
to explore the most effective structure to advance the above-mentioned aims. This 
will include investigating the suitability of, and public support for, the establishment 
of a Biosphere Reserve (or similar model) encompassing the Garden Route and 
adjacent marine environment. The strategy, vision, and governance arrangements 
of the preferred model will be formulated through the stakeholder engagement 
process.  Business plans for at least two funded projects, under the aegis of the 
proposed structure, will be compiled.  Any comments, suggestions or support 
should please to be sent to Steve du Toit, head of Conservation for WESSA in the 
Western Cape:   steve@wessa.co.za

Buffalo Bay, Garden Route
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WESSA KNYSNA BRANCH

Holiday season is upon us and Knysna is gearing itself up for visitors!   The estuary, the 
forest and other tourist spots around the town must be ready to receive exceptionally large 
numbers of people who will be using our scarce resources and looking for exciting things to 
experience.  A major sewage spill into the estuary a few months back had the locals very 
indignant.  Fortunately this has now been cleared, and we are assured that the lagoon water 
is safe for our visitors to enjoy by swimming, boating, bait collecting and fishing. Unfortunately 
illegal bait digging and selling is rife in these days of high unemployment, crime and people 
looking to make a fast buck.  WESSA, the Knysna Environmental Forum, the Lakes Bird Club 
and the Knysna Basin Project have all agreed with SANParks that we will publicise wherever 
we can the fact that a permit must be obtained from the Post Office for all bait collecting and fishing, and that everyone must 
respect the rules if we are to keep a healthy estuary for future generations to enjoy. Please encourage everyone to look after the 
environment and think ‘green’!  Knysna town has launched a ‘Naturally Knysna’ project for this reason, and this is wholeheartedly 
endorsed by WESSA Knysna Branch.

WESSA GEORGE/SEDGEFIELD BRANCH

Fynbos ECO Festival, Garden Route 
Botanical Garden 
The traditional spring Fynbos plant sale was – we think – 
again improved with more of the Garden being used and 
a very festive air prevailing despite the chilly weather.   By 
expanding the title of the event to include “ECO”, the aim 
of growing this annual event into the leading Environmental 
Festival in the Southern Cape should be obvious to all.  The 
small organising committee would be delighted to hear from 
anyone wishing to make suggestions to improve the event 
and of course hands-on help will be more than welcome.  

High calibre speakers at the festival included Leif Petersen, Director at the Sustainable Livelihoods Foundation; Jonathan Deal, 
Chair of the Treasure the Karoo Action; Sue Swain, Biomimicry specialist; and Dr Bool Smuts, Landmark Foundation.

Our thanks go to lecturers and students of NMMU who participated with talks and demonstrations as well as to all other organisations 
that participated with information stalls.

Bird count at the George Heronry at the old Crocodile Farm

WESSA George/
Sedgefield Branch 
and Friends of the 
George Heronry 
have just done their 
best bird count this 
year with a TOTAL of 
1858 birds counted....
and they forgot to 
take their binoculars 
along!  The only 
comparable count 

was the very first 
one done in April 
2009 where they 

tallied 2383 birds, of which nearly 2000 were egrets.  The next count is scheduled for 18 December so please join them and help 
swell the human count!  Contact the Branch secretary, Christine Ridge-Schnaufer wessageorge@isat.org.za .

To read more about activities taking place in Western Cape read our latest Cape Environment newsletter online.

Knysna Heads

Indigenous plants galore George / Sedgefield Branch at work
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	 Species		               28/08/11     25/09/11 30/10/11  27/11/11

Black crowned Night Heron	 8	 9	 6	 11
Black shoulderd Kite			   1		
Blackheaded Heron		  70	 56	 50	 62
Cattle Egret			   6	 151	 720	 1153
Forest Buzzard				    1		
Grey Heron			   4	 6	 8	 14
Moorhen			   2	 1		  8
Pintail Wydah						      1
Reed Cormorant		  22	 47	 130	 237
Sacred Ibis			   60	 58	 78	 381
Spoonbill				    1		  1
Yellow billed Duck		  2		  2	 3

	 TOTAL			  170	 327	 992	 1858 Black-crowned Night Heron
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BORDER-KEI REGION

Chintsa East Food Plant Nursery takes shape
WESSA BK staff member Phikisele Zondani is spearheading the development 
of the Food Plant Nursery in Chintsa East.  Phase one saw the area fenced 
against goats and this past month the nursery construction has been completed, 
including the rain water storage facilities.  In partnership with Eco-Schools, Eskom/
WESSA E&S Programme, the Friends of Chintsa and other civic associations, this 
initiative is piloting community ownership and management models.  A stakeholder 
working group is in place and next week a meeting will grapple with the roles and 
responsibilities of joint ownership, time commitments and systems.

The nursery has been developed in the “community space” behind the recently 
completed Chintsa Health Outpost and includes a large area for community food plots.  Moketsi Pherani from Chintsa is to be 
commended for his tireless efforts to see this project actualised.

Border-Kei Eco-Schools
The local WESSA office is buzzing with activity as the annual moderation of the school portfolios begins. The programme has been 
developed consistently over the past few years and reaches into some of the most rural and remote schools of the Wild Coast where 
environmental education is increasingly evident in all aspects of the school community. This year saw an injection to WESSA’s 
impact in environmental education through the Wild Coast Project’s inclusion of 54 schools as part of the Eastern Cape Parks and 
Tourism Agency’s Parks Expansion Programme.  This programme has kept our field workers, Ntosh and Luci, exceptionally busy 
achieving their objective of teacher capacity building for improved delivery of meaningful environmental education.  The project 
now enters its next phase which involves the development of site-specific materials and teaching modules for the various parks of 
the Wild Coast that will be the foundation for school educational visits into the reserves.

Wild Walk 2012: A 320km 21 day annual Wild Coast Expose – 
“Making every step in life count”
WESSA, in partnership with African Heartland Journeys, a specialist tour 
company on the Wild Coast, will be hosting Wild Walk 2012. The walk is supported 
by the Mazda Wildlife Fund. The event was first held in 2011 and is planned to 
be an annual event that celebrates the Wild Coast’s successes and highlights 
the challenges of education and conservation along the Wild Coast.  Running (or 
‘walking’!) from 1 to 21 March, the event starts at Port Edward and ends at Chintsa 
East.  The walk will further serve to launch two WESSA campaigns developed out 
of Wild Walk 2011 which focus on tourism and conservation awareness through the 
Ride for Respect and Seafood Consumer Guide for the Wild Coast campaigns.  

“The walk is a neutral and un-threatening fun filled and cost effective exposure of 
a special region needing support, and it is for this reason that WESSA is standing 
behind the initiative”, commented WESSA CE0 Mumsie Gumede after personally 

completing several stretches of the walk in March this year.

Full details of the walk may be viewed on the WESSA website.  

NORTHERN CAPE REGION

Sustainable technology displays offer learning ‘platforms’ in 
the Northern Cape 
The Sustainability Commons have been established at the Main Public 
Library in Kimberley, Northern Cape as part of the WESSA national ‘Stepping 
up to Sustainability’ project funded by USAID.  The famed Climate Change 
Train (read more at http://dontcopoutcopart.blogspot.com/) stopped in De 
Aar on Wednesday 2 November and in Kimberley on Thursday 3 November 
en route to COP17, and WESSA’s mobile sustainable technologies from the 
project were exhibited during both occasions. 

Food Plant Nursery in Chintsa East

WESSA and Volunteer Africa celebrate the end of the 
Walk, Chintsa East (with Mumsie Gumede third from 
the right)

The full display of sustainable technologies in the main public 
library in Kimberley
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These technologies are now being displayed in 
the Kimberley main public library and will soon be 
exhibited during a pre-COP17 event held for 200 
Grade 10 science learners in Kimberley, hosted 
by the South African Environmental Observation 
Network (SAEON) and funded by the Department 
of Science and Technology (DST) and the Africa 
Centre for Climate and Earth Systems Science 
(ACCESS). 

EASTERN PROVINCE REGION

Ubuntu Environmental Trust helps clear Alien Plants from the Baakens Valley
Written by Rev Zolile Dayimani and Moki Cekisani from Ubuntu Environmental Trust

Ubuntu Environment Trust first became associated with the Baakens Valley Community Partnership in June when we joined the 
stakeholders meeting, which established a new vision for the Baakens Valley. It was the first time 
that we could see different stakeholders, who were concerned about preserving the natural beauty 
of the valley, its security, and service to the community, coming together. We started working in the 
Baakens Valley when we joined the litter clean- up day in July organised by the Nelson Mandela Bay 
Municipality (NMBM) Tourism where we worked at the Dodds Farm area with the NMBM, WESSA, 
learners from Walmer High School, Dept of Water Affairs and Transnet employees. 

The litter cleanup opened our eyes that together we can do so much for all our communities. We all 
come from different backgrounds but a common goal drew us together. After the cleanup we were 
approached by WESSA and the NMBM to remove some of the alien trees taking over the valley. 
Ubuntu recruited eight young people for a period of a week to undertake the task. The last time many 
of these young people had been employed in any job was more than a year ago. For them it was 
something that was very meaningful as at last they were working and doing useful work. Many people 
walking and cycling in the valley stopped to comment that they were very pleased with what we were 
doing. The view and fynbos could now be seen instead of just the bluegums and Port Jackson saplings 
growing along the tracks. A cyclist stopped and noted that he could now safely see where he was going!   
As we were pulling out the trees, we learned about the alien vegetation and the harm they are doing to nature and their thirst for 
water. We also learned to appreciate nature as we met up with several snakes and beautiful caterpillars but were taught, rather 
than kill them, to respect them because that was their habitat. The Baakens Valley Rangers also gave us lessons on safety and 
first aid. The finance for this project came from Lion Roars, via WESSA and we are very grateful for that. December Goduka, the 
Baakens Valley site manager from NMBM was very helpful to us during our endeavours and assisted us with our training on how 
to do alien clearing, of which there is still much to do in the valley. We would appreciate more opportunities to undertake such work 
and to do something for the youth of Gqebera Township.  The devil loves idle hands and if we give the youth something to do, there 
is no time for crime!

Vote for Canzibe Primary Eco-School
Canzibe Primary Eco-School in Motherwell, Port Elizabeth, has been entered into the TOTAL’s Eco-
pioneers competition, for their school vegetable garden project.  The school was one of six sites 
selected nationally for the competition. The school has been sponsored by power and automation 
technology company ABB for the last six years.   Canzibe is also the site where WESSA EP is 
rolling out its Stepping up to Sustainability Programme.  Community permaculture gardens are 
being established through the Wonke Wonke Canzibe 
Permaculture Project and a disused classroom at 
the school is being converted into an environmental 
education centre, complete with solar geyser 
and rainwater tanks. Visit TOTAL’s Eco-pioneers 
competition Facebook page to view a video about 
the project and to support the school with your vote. 
You will have to click on the ‘Like’ button at the top 
of this page, which will open up access to the site: 
http://www.facebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica?sk=a
pp_227235727340272

Morgan Griffiths from WESSA 
with December Goduka 
(NMBM) and Rev Zolile Dayi-
mani (Ubuntu ET) standing in 
the Dodds Farm field cleared 
of alien invasive plants
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Canzibe Primary learners with their educator in their 
vegetable garden 

The mobile sustainable technologies were 
exhibited next to the City Hall in De Aar

Learners attending the presentations and the 
exhibitions at the train station in Kimberley 
during the visit of the Climate Change Train
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WESSA Friends Groups
WESSA has over 50 active Friends Groups throughout South Africa. These are groups of volunteers that band together to 
conserve, rehabilitate and protect a natural area or space of special interest, and are guided by the mission statement, policies 
and position statements of WESSA. In this section WESSA would like to pay tribute to these groups of committed individuals 
who embody and encourage WESSA’s mission of building public participation in caring for the Earth.

For more information on getting involved in or establishing a Friends Group, please contact Nina on 033 330 3931 or e-mail 
wessamembers@wessa.co.za

11

W
E

S
S

A 
FR

IE
N

D
S

 G
R

O
U

P
S

Friends of Silvermine Nature Area – Western Cape

The Friends of Silvermine Nature Area (FOSNA) Flora Documentation 
Programme (FDP) was initiated in the early 1990s by Professor 
Deon Kesting, the founding Chairman of FOSNA, when he began to 
photograph wild flowers in Silvermine.  He filed his photographs in 
albums together with their historical descriptions and compiled the 
Checklist of the Wild Flowers of the Cape Peninsula.  For the past 
decade, his work has been carried forward by a sub-committee of 
FOSNA members which has continued to photograph wild flowers 
and update the records.  They now have a digital database of more 
than 2 300 species, all described, with photographs of over 1 300 of 
them.   This is now available on a CD called “FloraDoc” for R120 from 
the Botanical Society’s Kirstenbosch Book Shop and from Yvonne 
Viljoen at 021 788 5620 or yv3@mweb.co.za

Friends of Rietvlei – Western Cape

On Friday 14 October nearly 40 dead carp were counted in a 
stretch of about 150 meters in the Diep River just north of the 
Blaauwberg Road bridge. The water in the river was visibly 
polluted and it is suspected that the source is one or more of the 
stormwater drains flowing into the river upstream of the bridge.

Needless to say, birds soon discovered the dead fish and a few 
hours later more than 55 pelicans were counted together with 
large numbers of ibis, herons, egrets, etc. A couple of days later most of the dead fish were gone and the birds had also moved on.
We have not received the water quality results for October, but the results for the end of September (sampled on 27 September) 
show high levels of pollutants at the Blaauwberg Road bridge with total Nitrogen and Phosphate above acceptable levels.  
What is disturbing is that the faecal coliform bacterial count was more than three times the level measured downstream of the 
Potsdam discharge point and 45 times higher than it should be for safe human contact. The situation has been reported to the 
City’s stormwater department. We realize that polluted stormwater is a major problem in the City, and we hope that the recently 
completed study of the stormwater discharges on the eastern shore of the Diep River from the mouth to the N7 bridge will lead to 
a resolution of this particular problem.

Another concern we have is the pressure from a local property agent and developer to reduce the approved buffer along the Diep 
River on one of their developments.  They wish to have the stormwater polishing undertaken within the river corridor.  Stormwater 
needs to be polished by removing pollutants and litter before it gets to the river corridor. Unfortunately, for developers this means 
setting aside land for dealing with stormwater but for local residents and for wildlife such as fish and birds, this could mean a 
cleaner river system.  

As always we are involved with several impact assessments of developments in the area, including our appeal against the 
expansion of Potsdam and our appeal against conditions for the development of a property next to the Milnerton Racecourse 
Nature Reserve. Another study that has just been announced is a proposal to develop a Biosolids Beneficiation plant near the 
Vissershok Waste Management Facility. Biosolids are produced from the sludge from the biofilters at sewage works, which is dried 
and currently used for making compost.  We are closely involved so that we can ensure that development and use of the site that 
is eventually chosen does not impact on the Diep River in any way. One of the interesting facets of the project is investigating the 
possibility of energy generation by gas production; as well as utilising it for composting and fertilisation, thus also using it as a 
source of nutrient energy.

WESSA at Work     2011

Diep River at Lookout Point Du Noon Stormwater Outfall
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NEW GROUP!  Friends of Tweeriviere Conservation Area – Northern Areas

The Tweeriviere Conservation Area is situated in Montana Tuine extention 50, which is 
a suburb of Pretoria. It consist of a marshy area formed by the Blinkblaar and Montana 
spruite, hence the name Tweeriviere. The area consists of various plots mainly 
registered in the name of the Tshwane City Council and is managed by the Council’s 
Department of Natureconservation.  The Friends of Tweeriviere Conservation Area was 
formed by a small group of nature lovers from the neighbourhood in terms of WESSA’s 
regulations for Friends Groups.

A steering committee has been established to formalize the registration of the Friends 
Group.  Various walkways to and past beautiful outlook and rest areas has already 
been opened by Tshwane Nature Conservation for bird and wildlife watching.  Various 
indigenous veld flowers have been located, of which quite a few could not be identified from books presently to our disposal.   
Small benches under trees in the resting areas as well as bridges over the streams and stormwater channels are part of the 
planning for the near future.  Interested nature lovers are welcome to join our Friends Group and details can be e-mailed to 
VriendevanTweeriviereBew@groups.live.com 

Friends of Luton Valley – Northern Areas

The local Damelin College are using this site right next door to their premises for the practical work of their environmental courses. 
They have lovely plans to put in more trees a Jungle Gym for the local children and a roof on the bird hide. 

Friends of Meadowridge Common – Western Cape

Lately there has been some activity on the Meadowridge Common which has been a joint 
venture between ourselves, the Friends of the Meadowridge Common, and the Southfield 
branch of Parks and Forest  (SPA).  
 
Some three years ago, Maya Beukes, who was attached to the Common as part of her 
work with the Kenilworth Racecourse, began a project which aimed to rehabilitate part 
of the Common where excavated soil and other foreign material had been dumped as a 
result of the building of the Meadowridge Park ‘n Shop many years ago.  Having secured 
the use of a front-end loader, she organised the removal of the alien matter, resulting in 
a depression where, many years ago, a seepage area had existed.  Now that the original 
soil had been exposed, a number of species which grew on the Common were propagated 
and, some eighteen months later, planted in this new area.
 

2010, though a dry year, saw these plantings strike and a fair number survived the summer.  As they continue to grow and make the 
area more attractive, we have seen the need to protect these plants from the dangers which this spot attracts.  Owing to its being 
a natural wetland, when there is a good winter’s rainfall the area ponds and attracts dog walkers whose four-legged friends love 
a dash and a plunge into the water.  Not only do the dogs delight in this, but what two-legged youngster does not find tadpoles a 
source of fascination?  It became apparent that, unless we took some steps to safeguard the area, the plants, many of which are 
planted on the banked slopes around the depression, would be damaged.  
 
To prevent this, we approached the SPA with whose assistance we had, some years before, roped and bollarded the section of the 
Common where the greatest remnant of acid sandplain fynbos is found.  Though we intended to put up the money for the labour 
ourselves, through the co-operation of the Southfield depot, it was all done for no charge and they installed the bollards, secured 
them and then roped them so that the area is now protected by a perimeter which will effectively keep the potential hazards at bay.  
We are most grateful to them for this and, though it has taken some time to complete, it has been worth waiting for!

Vriende van The Reeds Vleiland – Northern Areas

There is a beautiful vlei that runs through the now built up suburb of Centurion named ‘The Reeds’. A group of local residents are 
busy forming a Friends Group to help preserve and utilise the vlei for nature activities and to prevent any further encroachment by 
taxi owners on the verges. We have put them in touch with the local councillors who are negotiating with the taxi owners on issues 
such as littering etc. For more information please contact: Johan Fourie: 012 657 0928 or 083 787 7943.

Tweeriviere Conservation Area
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Meadowridge Common
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Friends of Nylsvley – Northern Areas

We thank Ulrich Oberprieler who ran a very successful Raptors course over the weekend 28-30 October. He has promised to 
do Swallows, Swifts and Martins for us next November! The Annual Woodland Bird Census will be held 27-29 January 2012 and 
experienced birders are invited to participate.  The solar water pump has been installed with thanks to the Friends who raised the 
funds as their 20th Anniversary contribution, but eventually the department paid for the installation.  The funds may well be needed 
though to strengthen the support stand.  Water is now available at the four tank site the first time in 12 years!  

Friends of the Liesbeek – Western Cape 

The Friends of the Liesbeek was launched on 28 November 1991 at the Vineyard Hotel in Newlands, Cape Town, and a steering 
committee was elected at this launch.  Over the past 20 years this initiative, along with hard work and the interest of volunteers, 
has made a difference.  

Despite many threats and despite its expansive urban back drop, the Liesbeek River remains the cleanest urban river in Cape 
Town and probably in all of South Africa. Though severely impacted by urbanisation, it still retains many natural features and 
displays numerous qualities that are often exemplified by much larger rivers. When there is heavy rainfall, rapid torrents flow from 
the steep slopes of Table Mountain through Window, Skeleton and Protea gorges, then slow over the foothills near Kirstenbosch 
and finally flow through a series of canalised and non-canalised sections until they reach the confluence with the Black River, 
a mere nine kilometres from the headwaters.  The Friends Group’s main project is the Liesbeek Maintenance Project (LMP), 
which has been ongoing since 2005 and which aims to ensure a litter-free Liesbeek and a well-maintained River Trail through a 
process that creates jobs and develops skills, improves safety, reduces antisocial behaviour and encourages sound environmental 
practices. The team removes litter, cuts back overgrown vegetation and weeds, sweeps the walkway and removes graffiti. City 
departments provide support by mowing and removing all waste collected. Besides the tasks 
mentioned above, the team has planted and watered numerous trees and groundcover, some 
of which they have propagated themselves. The 20-year success of the Friends of the Liesbeek 
can be attributed to a number of fundamental tenets the group has adhered to:

•	 Learning from others.
•	 Making the river accessible.
•	 Having a dedicated project team.
•	 Partnering with City officials and councillors.
•	 Building capacity and expertise.
•	 Finding innovative solutions.
•	 Getting the City to assist in projects.
•	 Creating awareness.
•	 Exploring other uses of green spaces and how to manage them sustainably.

The 20-year anniversary was celebrated on Monday 28 November at a special cocktail event 
held at the Enviro Centre on the Valkenburg Hospital grounds where Emeritus Professor Richard 
Fuggle of UCT, along with several other founding members of the Group, paid tribute to the 
work of the Friends of the Liesbeek.  For more information about the group visit their website:   
http://fol.org.za

Friends of the General Smuts Foundation – Northern Areas

We are embarking on a new venture displaying and selling Art in the Garden, at Smuts House Museum every Sunday.  Artists are 
welcome to make a booking through Marion - call 012 667 2183. 

Friends of Helderberg Nature Reserve – Western Cape

Pack your picnic baskets, round up the family and head down to 
the Helderberg Nature Reserve in Somerset West for the Summer 

Sunset Concerts from November 2011 to March 2012. With music ranging from jazz, pop, rock, oompah and big band, there is 
something for every mood and age. 

Presented by the Friends of the Helderberg Nature Reserve and its new sponsor, Fleur du Cap, these festive outdoor concerts kick 
off on Sunday 27 November 2011 with The Blues Broers. This legendary band has returned to the stage after a hiatus of seven 
years. Snappily attired in their trademark black suits and dark glasses, they are ready to roll again. The band is currently recording 
a new album, Out of the Blue, due for release in November this year.
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A lovely scene on the Liesbeek beneath 
Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden
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The concerts take place on the following Sundays at 17:30: 
11 December 2011: The Delft Big Band, 8 January 2012: Wurstzipfel (Oompah) Band, 22 January 2012: Shiraz , 
5 February 2012: Virtual Jazz Reality, 19 February 2012: The SA Navy Staff Band, 11 March 2012: Banned in Evolution 

Tickets for the Summer Sunset Concerts cost R40 per adult and R10 for scholars, with children under five free.  The ticket 
price includes entrance into the Reserve and all proceeds go towards the Friends Group environmental education centre in the 
Reserve.  Tickets are available at the Nature Reserve Information Centre or on concert days at the gate.   
Call 021 851-4060 or visit www.helderbergnaturereserve.co.za

Obituary for Hubert Stanley Craven:   7 December 1927 – 9 September 2011

Stan was born in Bradford, Yorkshire in 1927, and although he remained proud of this 
heritage throughout his life, the advent of WW II and his resultant 6 years of service with 
the RAF resulted in Stan been sent to South Africa for 4 of those years.  Whether it was 
the sunshine and large expanses of Africa that attracted him or the lovely young Dorothy, 
is uncertain, but in 1947 Stan immigrated to South Africa where he remained for the rest 
of his life.

Upon arrival in this country as a new immigrant Stan started work for the SA Permanent 
Building Society, working his way up through the ranks, until his retirement in 1982.  During 
this time, Stan was involved in many professional organizations, but perhaps it was his 
involvement outside of his profession that gives a deeper insight into the man.  Just by 
way of example, Stan was:

•	 a member of Rotary International for 45 years, including being President of his club.  His contribution was so great that Stan 
was awarded Rotary’s highest accolade, the Paul Harris Fellowship

•	 a member of the Royal Photographic Society
•	 an Honorary Forester, and an Honorary Parks Board Ranger
•	 Chairman of the Business Advisory Committee of the M L Sultan College for 11 years
•	 a member of the Committee of the Natal Technikon, also for 11 years   

His real passion in life was however kindled when, in 1962, he was given a birthday gift of membership to WESSA.  Conservation 
in general, and WESSA in particular, became the centre of Stan’s non-professional interests for the rest of his life as the following 
few examples will indicate:

•	 Chairman of WESSA’s South Coast zone (1972 – 1977)
•	 Vice Chairman of the Natal Branch (1977 – 1981, and 1999 – 2001)
•	 Chairman of the Natal Branch (1983 – 1988 and 1993 – 1995)
•	 Member of the WESSA national Board from its inception in 1985, and Vice President on numerous occasions
•	 assisted in the management of the Umbogavango Nature Reserve
•	 actively campaigned for the creation of the Illanda Wilds

As a result of his commitment and enthusiasm, Stan was awarded Honorary Life Membership of WESSA in 1994 and later in 
1997, KZN Conservationist of the Year. However his greatest pride was being awarded WESSA’s Gold Medal in 2002.

Stan was a master of spoken English and would often tactfully correct one’s improper use of the language, and so it was a cruel 
quirk of fate that, after a severe stroke, Stan was unable to speak at all for the last 5 years of his 
life.  Visiting him (or should that be “he” Stan?) and Dorothy over this last phase of his life was 
always a mixture of sadness at his state and yet amazement at his disposition, which remained 
positive despite his obvious frustration at not being able to communicate in the traditional sense.  
And yet communicate he did, for as visitors walked through the door his face would light up with 
obvious pleasure and his eyes would sparkle with joy at seeing an old friend or colleague and 
he would listen intently to everything that was said.

Stan was a wonderful man who was lucky enough to share the majority of his life with a 
wonderful woman, Dorothy, who supported him in all the many facets of his life.  

It was a pleasure and privilege to have worked with Stan and to have been a friend of his.  He 
was a true gentleman in every sense of the word.   R. I. P. 
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Obituary

From L to R:  Dr Graham Avery (then 
President of WESSA), Stan Craven, Malcolm 
Powell (then CEO of WESSA) on the occasion 
of Stan receiving WESSA’s Gold Medal.

Left, Malcolm Powell (then CEO of 
WESSA) and Stan Craven (then vice 
President of WESSA)
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In our day
Martheanne Finnemore, Regional Manager for WESSA EP, wrote 
this poem to mark our 85th anniversary year and to strengthen our 

commitment as “People caring for the Earth”.  It is in our hands.  
It is our day to do something.  Even one thing.

In our day there were rhinos
that roamed far and wide
but the last horn is gone

cut off, slaughtered and died.

In our day there were lions
that roared in the night

now just a skin on the floor
a sorrowful sight

In our day there were penguins
cavorting in the sea

but all died of starvation
no more fish for their tea.

In our day there were sharks
and Jaws scared us to death

but killed for their fins
there’s only soup left.

In our day leopards mated
in the soft morning light
now caught in gin traps

they drip blood in the night.

In our day the humble tortoise
crossed our paths every day

now poached to be pets
they are smuggled away.

In our day we could see
black eagles flying high

now it’s carbon and cables
that darken the sky.

In our day we did nothing
but watched them all go

what do we tell the children
why, why, why was it so?


