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COVID 19  
Activating the AGYI Service Offer 

In the midst of the pandemic, and with the reality that the impacts and 
challenges will remain part of our ongoing lives into the foreseeable 
future, the AGYI COVID Response aims to provide a consolidated relief  
strategy amid the COVID-19 outbreak in South  Africa and to support & 
empower youth & local  organisations to lead COVID interventions,  
increase community safety and resilience (in  the light of COVID-19) and 
create a stronger  sense of community (within the greater  exchange 
community). 
The team has and will continue to reach out to the AGYI network with 
the service offer to support frontline alumni and AGYI organisations. 

COVID 19 – Decade of Volunteering 

Alumni Voice – Updates - Upcoming 

WESSA is acutely aware of the diverse and numerous challenges being 
faced by many of you. At the same time, there are powerful and 
inspiring examples of youth and organisations embracing these new 
challenges through creative and selfless efforts.  
The AGYI COVID Response Team has been created to drive the local 
exchange network to remain informed, connected and supported 
through the common challenges being faced in these unprecedented 
times.    
It is a resource created for you to draw on and we invite you to contact 
us. 

Daniel Mehl 
COVID Coordinator 

Daniel.mehl@wessa.co.za  

Ayanda Siboto 
COVID Marketer/Design 
ayanda.siboto@wessa.co.za  

Naledi Malinga 
COVID Counsellor 

naledi.malinga@wessa.co.za   

 

AGYI youth participated in the Africa-Europe 
Youth Meet-Up virtual event that took place from 
8-11 July with the objective to provide a space for 
young people from Africa, Europe, and diaspora 
who are interested in Africa-Europe relations to 
connect and discuss global challenges, share 
ideas, propose solutions and mobilize actions. The 
Meet-Up consisted of the opening session 
focused on Climate, seven-panels with European 
and African speakers, and Afro-European cultural 
interludes. The Africa-Europe Youth Meet-Up was 
preceded by “Speak-Up!”: a public youth 
consultation on the seven-panel topics. The 
events closing session “Listen-Up!” was about 
presenting conclusions and recommendations 
from each panel to the AU & EU leadership. The 
Meet-up comes in the preparation for the coming 
5th Africa-Europe Youth Summit with Youth 
stakeholders, which takes place later this year in 
the run-up to the 2020 EU-AU Summit. 

More information https://www.aueuyouthhub.org/meet-up/ 
Recordings, check AUEU Youth Cooperation Hub  

 

AGYI Working Groups ……… 

“Skills in Exchange and Learning Journeys 

Framework” is dialoguing with the African 

Diaspora in Germany to develop a support and 

mentor programme that will contribute to a more 

enabling self-learning environment for youth 

abroad. 

“Sustainability Planning” is looking towards a 

mechanism that will sustain and further grow 

benefits brought to the sector by the AGYI. 

mailto:youth@wessa.co.za
mailto:daniel.mehl@wessa.co.za
mailto:daniel.mehl@wessa.co.za
mailto:Daniel.mehl@wessa.co.za
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mailto:naledi.malinga@wessa.co.za
https://www.aueuyouthhub.org/meet-up/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AUEUYouthhub/videos/?ref=page_internal


 

 

Your Contributions to News-bite 

youth@wessa.co.za 

No later than 22
nd

 of the month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UPDATES 
from the field 

The AGYI team attended the “Global 
Technical Meeting 2020 on 
'Reimagining Volunteering for the 2030 
Agenda” which took place virtually 
from 13-16 July. 

Organized by the United Nations 
Volunteers (UNV) program jointly with 
the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 

and in collaboration with the High-level 
Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development, the event provided a 
platform to discuss how volunteering 
can accelerate the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Representatives from 
governments, UN entities, civil society, 
the private sector, and general SDG 
stakeholders participated in the 
discussions. The meeting’s main 
outcome is A Call-to-Action for 
“Volunteering in the Decade of 
Action”. The Call-to-Action outlines 
seven key areas that require urgent 
action:  

More information, check  “A Call-to-Action on Volunteer Decade of Action” 
Watch the recordings on UNV Facebook 

 

 
As always, Masifunde’s proactive and 

creative approach to youth & community 

development can be seen in their 

strategic interventions into COVID 

response. Click here to appreciate their 

work in this space. 
 

As part of the AGYI, Masifunde have been 

producing a video series for QuaranTV to 

raise awareness and facilitate better 

practice on issues related to COVID 19 as 

part of their Innovation Fund project. A 

link will be shared in August News-bite 

for those who wish to use this resource in 

their own COVID response work. 

FUND in light of COVID 19 

13 Innovation Fund Projects in South 
Africa are being implemented against 
modified plans to consider the challenges 
of the pandemic, with two of these 
utilising the “parent organisation” model.  

The fund was created within the 
framework of the AGYI to mobilise 
grassroots initiatives in the exchange and 
volunteering sector. Projects include 
awareness and education webinars, video 
productions, school learner interventions 
on COVID 19 and literacy initiatives. 

Well done to all organisations for the 
committed effort to negotiate the 
challenges that come with funding & 
COVID and we wish you success as you 
move towards closure of your 
interventions. 

mailto:youth@wessa.co.za
https://www.unv.org/sites/default/files/FINAL%20-%20Call%20to%20Action_Volunteering%20in%20Decade%20of%20Action%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pg/unvolunteers/videos/
https://www.masifunde.org/our-response-to-corona
http://www.youtube.com/masifunde
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Follow SAAN to keep up with 

their work on the Innovation Fund Alumni App 

development process and their COVID support 

to members as well as other exchange and 

volunteering work that they are driving. 

alumni 
 

Kavuwa Musyoka 
Nairobi, Kenya 

 

  

 

I am a content producer for Easy Swahili. Easy Languages is a video project 
that aims to help people learn languages through authentic street 
interviews. The videos also showcase the street culture of the participating 
partner countries, through its portrayal of typical, everyday situations. I am 
also a community leader, social justice advocate and a chef. 
 

 Since the coronavirus pandemic hit, I have had mixed emotions I have been 
anxious and uncertain about the future but above all I am thankful for having 
supportive friends and family that have helped me to soldier on. I have had 
time to look more closely and mindfully at my life and my relationships with 
my friends and family. 
 

In 2017 I participated in the ASA program, which is a learning and 
qualification program dedicated to Global Learning based in Germany, 
aimed at young people who want to better understand global 
interdependencies. The program seeks to effectively prepare future 
multipliers in the social, political or economic sector to take over 
responsibility for sustainable global development. 
 

I was based at a community radio in Hannover, Radio Leinehertz 106.5. The 
main goal was to exchange and learn how a community radio could use the 
theme 'elections' to support democracy and participation of the people in 
the broadcasting region. We compared the different approaches in program 
design, citizen participation and the radio-work concerning the elections. 
The program helped me grow my skills in audio and video editing, content 
production and voice over. 
I can now cover live events, produce stories and news as well as manage a 
team and report from multiple platforms. I have also improved work ethics 
among the teams that I work with.  The exchange increased my level of 
exposure and interaction with different cultural backgrounds. The 
exchange has helped me build capacities of young people to engage and 
take responsibility in the community by providing them with spaces for 
creative exchange and for developing new ideas together.  
It is time the youth started advocating for adequate solutions to the 
problems that we face locally and globally. Things are going to improve. In 
the meantime, appreciate time with your family and friends. Let us all stay 
safe. 

 

Southern African Alumni 

Network Voice   

quaranTimes is 

produced by 

Masifunde as 

content for all ages 

and provides an 

immediate 

resource for 

organisations 

looking to reach 

their beneficiaries 

through the 

lockdown period. 

For details contact 

MASIFUNDE 

In collaboration with government, civil society 

organisations and AGYI partners, the first 

National Youth Resilience dialogue was hosted 

online with a reach of over 16 000 people, and 

over 3 000 views. A follow-up process is now 

underway to action the youth inputs. 

mailto:youth@wessa.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/africangermanvolunteers/
https://twitter.com/saan_network
https://www.facebook.com/africangermanvolunteers/
mailto:mailtojonas@masifunde.co.za
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If you would like to receive the international 

AGYI Quarterly Newsletter, please register here 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Within the framework of the AGYI 

 

1. FUNDRAISING WORKSHOP [Online] 

Hosted Engagement Global & supported by WESSA, a 3 series online 

training workshop will be run. Gain insights into accessing appropriate 

funding more effectively.   

SESSIONS run 13:00 to 16:00:  

7th August - Introduction for South Africa and Tanzania: Fundraising cycle, 

making your case for support. 

13th   August - Introduction South Africa and Tanzania: Grant writing, 
innovation. 
14th August - Joint training for South Africa, Tanzania and Germany. 
Practical work on an idea or funding application. 
Please contact WESSA if you have not responded to previous invitations to 
participate but would still like to attend. 
 

2. CHANGE-ACTION-PROJECTS WORKSHOP  

Online Series for alumni 

WESSA has been engaging alumni to co-develop the training series in 

support of alumni implementing change-action-projects. The training will 

take place over two online sessions in late August and October of 2020. 

 

3. “GIVING SPACE TO VOCATIONAL SKILLS TRAINING” [Innovation Fund] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The conference will highlight the importance vocational skills training (VST) 

in combating youth unemployment, look at best practice and partnerships 

while addressing the stigma associated with VST, and showcase the Amy 

Foundations work in Cape Town. 
Register here or email Ilchen Retief for more information at ilchen@amyfoundation.co.za. 

 

 

 

Click for past News-bites 

UPDATES on ACTIVITIES 

Optimising Virtual Spaces  
an online workshop series 

The AGYI team was joined by Amy Foundation, 

SAwN and SAGENet on virtual training sessions 

to better deliver in the online space more 

effectively. The training was commissioned by 

the GIZ and facilitated by Common Sense, an 

e-learning and training consultancy company. 

Join the AMY FOUNDATION virtual 

conference “Giving Space to 

Vocational Skills Training” on the 

27 August 2020. The Foundation 

works with youth in after-school 

programs to provide a safe space 

for children living in challenging 

conditions where they run 

vocational skills programs (since 

2014) within the hospitality, 

beauty and wellness, arts and 

crafts and, more recently, 

technical skills sectors. 

 

 

Through July, SAGE Net hosted a 7-part 

Webinar Series on 1) Diplomacy & Justice, 2) 

Community Development, 3) Career 

Switch/Gap Years, 4) Culture and Language, 5) 

Work & Study Abroad and 6) Skills 

Development. If you missed any of the series, 

SAGENet will be sharing links to the 

recordings. 

Through an interactive approach, participants 

gained insights from alumni and sector role-

players into the realities of intercultural 

exchange, the benefit of new knowledge and 

skills acquisition and the impact of 

volunteering on one’s life journey. 

Initially set as a national tour promoting and 

informing on intercultural exchange and 

volunteerism, the network converted it into a 

virtual workshop series in the light of the 

Coronavirus pandemic. 

SAGE Net is a collaborative platform of South 

African and German organisations as well as 

individual members who promote sustainable 

and social development in both countries. 

Their aim is to facilitate long-term 

partnerships, exchange and dialogue between 

South Africa and Germany. The network is 

working in partnership with the AGYI under 

the umbrella of the Innovation Fund. 

 

Open Days 

mailto:youth@wessa.co.za
https://daj.engagement-global.de/newsletter-4716.html
https://amyfoundation.co.za/programmes/vocational-skills-training/
mailto:ilchen@amyfoundation.co.za
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cwu66dzwbzwhbrs/AAAytvgoReWj9G_J0G_NsAbJa?dl=0
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Download 

your copy of 

the ….. 

mailto:youth@wessa.co.za
https://www.dropbox.com/s/la1vm8rc1ygo5jv/Guidelines%20-%20Responsible%20Exchange%20and%20Volunteering%20-%20V1%202018.pdf?dl=0

